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Project types in HORIZON 2020 

Different types of projects are called «action 

types» in HORIZON 2020. 

 

For enterprises, the two most important types 

of actions are 

Research and Innovation Actions  (RIA) and 

Innovation Actions (IA) 

 



RIA and IA – common features 

- Mainly in «Industrial Leadership» and «Societal 

Challanges «  

- Collaborative projects with at least 3 partners from 3 

countries (not counting Switzerland) 

- Usually between 6 and > 20 partners 

- Usually mix of economic and academic partners, 

sometimes including other societal groups 

- Budgets can be from 2.5 up to 10 mio. Euro 

(exeptions) 

- Duration 3 to 5 years 

- Information about type of action, budget and 

required partners is given in the call text / work 

programme 

 



RIA and IA - differences 

• Research & Innovation actions 

 100% of the direct costs  

for all partners 

 25% overhead (without subcontracting) 

 

• Innovation actions 

 100% of the direct costs for non-profit 

organisations 

 70% of the direct costs for all other 

organisations 

 25% overhead 



RIA and IA - differences 

Research & Innovation actions 

Funding for research projects tackling clearly defined 

challenges, which can lead to the development of new 

knowledge or a new technology. 

Innovation actions 

Funding is more focused on closer-to-the-market activities. 

For example, prototyping, testing, demonstrating, piloting, 

scaling-up etc. if they aim at producing new or improved 

products or services. 



Other Action Types 

Coordination and Support Actions 

• do not fund research as such 

• E.g. funding of co-ordination of 

research policies across Member 

States, studies, conferences, other 

networking activities etc. 

ERA-Nets 

• Calls for funding agencies organising 

joint calls in a given topic 
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How to find partners 

• Most of the time:  

through your existing networks 

• Other possibilities: 

 Conferences, Information Events 

 Brokerage Events / Partnering Events 

 Partnersearch Platforms 

• General (Participant Portal) 

• Topic-specific (run by National Contact Points) 

• EEN 



Partnersearch Platforms 

• NMP Team 

https://www.nmp-partnersearch.eu/ 

• Fit for HEALTH 

http://www.fitforhealth.eu/ 

• IDEAL-IST 

http://www.ideal-ist.eu/ 

• Net for Society 

http://www.net4society.eu/ 

• Climate Action / Environment / Ressource 

Efficiency / Raw Materials 

https://www.nks-umwelt.de/partneringtool 
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Example NMP Team 





Enterprise Europe Network 

http://www.enterprise-europe-network.ch/marketplace/index.php?file=bbs-
search.php&dissregion=0 
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EEN – Partner Search Alert 


